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Abstract:  
The paper analyses the dynamics of local economic development in the EU Adriatic-Ionian Macro-region 
(EUSAIR). It investigates the relationship between digital access and labour force skills on local economic 
development. Using Eurostat regional data, it identifies a few aspects of these relationships. Among 
these, it demonstrates a strong positive correlation between local economic development and the share 
of employment in high technology industries, the share of the labour force in science and technology, 
and (negatively) with the share of the population that does not have at least compulsory (primary or 
lower secondary) education, and the share of the population that makes regular use of the Internet. The 
findings show the importance of focusing on the development of Internet access, reducing drop-out 
from basic education, promoting high technology industries, and the science and technology skills of the 
labour force. However, the share of the population with tertiary education is not a good predictor of 
local economic development, suggesting that the quality and type of higher education could be a critical 
factor in promoting the economic development of the region, rather than simply its quantitative 
expansion. 

Short Bio: Will Bartlett is Visiting Senior Fellow in the Political Economy of South East Europe at the LSEE 
Research Unit of the European Institute at the LSE. He is Coordinator of the LSEE Research Network on 
Social Cohesion in South East Europe and Editor-in-Chief of the peer reviewed journal Economic Annals, 
published by the Faculty of Economics at the University of Belgrade. His research has focused on the 
socio-economic development of the successor states of former Yugoslavia through the perspective of 
political economy. He is the author of Europe’s Troubled Region: Economic Development, Institutional 
Reform and Social Welfare in the Western Balkans, Routledge, 2008. He has been President of the 
European Association for Comparative Economic Studies (EACES) and has acted as a consultant for the 
European Commission, European Training Foundation, the Regional Cooperation Council, UNDP, UNICEF 
and other international organisations. 
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